
Appendix “A”

SEASCALE PARISH COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW – CONSULTATION RESPONSE 
FROM RESIDENT A

I have been told about this consultation on about reducing the number of Seascale Parish 
Councillors from 12 to 8 members.  This has not come from Seascale Parish council.  
They've not publicised the consultation on their sea front noticeboard. Lots of people are 
down at McColls during the day - perhaps they could use the McColls noticeboard and the 
Co-Op one, and the other shop fronts in the village.

I haven't personally seen any proper consultation with the community on anything.  

My view is that Seascale Parish councillors haven't delivered meaningful benefits. 

The councillors complain that they 'are just volunteers' and haven't got enough people or 
time to do the job they are being asked to do. This is a job they are elected to do - if they 
can't then there is something very wrong.

Are they more interested in having a 'position' and a monthly meeting where they can feel 
important?  

A good example of poor performance is opening and closing times for the public toilets.  I 
am often at the car park on weekday and weekend mornings after 9am, including bank 
holidays, and seen the toilets are still locked.  Last year, a coach load of disabled people 
arrived at Sesacale to enjoy the beach and had no access to the toilets.

Another example is the sea front car park.  Seascale took the car park over from Copeland in 
2015, then signed a lease for what seems half the car park with Sellafield contractors. The 
contractors park where they shouldn't and take up far more than the blue allocated spaces. 
The sea front car park is regularly full apart from 10-15 spaces.  This happens also during all 
school holidays including summer holidays.  Complaints to the council have made no 
difference. The council says they 'are all volunteers' and haven't got the time or people to 
do any monitoring, or issue the parking permits the cars should have, or order the 
contractors to remove all cars not in blue spaces.  

The councillors have recently said in Tethera Magazine they want to take on and run 
Seascale Library on a voluntary basis.  If you can't manage a car park and public toilets with 
8 people in post, then you aren't going to run a voluntary library service.  

If they can't perform a basic parish role with 8 people, then the reduction to 8 is stupid. 

I think keeping the numbers low means current council members can keep the number of 
new people to a minimum.  Because these new people would want to do things differently 
and that would upset things.

Cont…



The parish council should stay at 12 posts and all 12 posts should be up for immediate 
election.

After this, co-opting members onto the council should stop and be replaced with open 
elections for all parish council posts that become vacant.

If you don't get many responses from the public, that's because Seascale Parish Council 
seem to do everything they can to avoid public consultation


